


nVe 


ur 
e{s 


1 


= 


tT 
nd 
an 
1k 
le 


Se ee a > a 






The FrEE-HoLDER. 235 


the Sentiments with greater Perfpicuity, andin 
afiner Turn of Phrate and Verfe. 

As Undertakings of fo difficult a Nature re- 
quire the greate(t Encouragements, one cannot 
but rejoyce to fee thofe general Subfcriptions 
which have been madetothem; efpecially fince 
if the two’ Works laft mentioned are not finifh- 
ed by thofe mafterly Hands, which are now em- 
ployed in them, we may defpair of feeing them 
attempted by others. 


ERRELEREREBRBBBI RM 
N°. 41. Friday, May 1t. 





Diffentientis conditionibus 
heedis, et exemplo trabenti 
Perniciem veniens in evum. Hor. 


AS the Care of our National Commerce re- 
dounds-more to the Riches and Profperity 
of the Publick, than any other A& of Govern- 
ment, itis pity that we do not fee the State of 
it marked out in every particular Reign with 
greater Diftin€tion and Accuracy, than what is 
ufual among our Exglifh Hiftorians. We may 
however obferve in general, that the beft and 
wifeft of our Monarchs have not been lefs in- 
duftrious to extend their Trade, than their Do- 
minions ; as it manifeftly turns in a much higher 
gree to the Welfare of the People, if not to 
the Glory of the Soveraign. 

The firft of our Kings who carried our Com- 
merce, and confequently our Navigation to a ve- 
ty great Height, was Edward the Third. This 
Victorious Prince, by his many excellent Laws 
fog 
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for the Encouragement of Trade, enabled his 1¢ 
Subjects to fupport him in his many gloriogs i 
Wars upon the Continent, and.turned the Scale ce 
fo much in Favour of our Englijh Merchandife, 16 
that, by.a Balance of Trade taken in his Time, my, 
the Exported Commodities amounted to Two Tre 
Hundred Ninety Four Thoufand Pounds, and aiva 








the Imported but to Thirty Eight Thoufand. 

Thofe ofhis Succeffors, under whofe Regu- 
Jations our Trade flourifh’d moft, were Henry 
the Seventh, and Queen El:zabeth. As the firlt 
of thefe was for his great Wifdom very often 
ftyled the Exglifh Solomon, he followed the Ex- 
ample of that wife King in nothing more, than 
by advancing the Trafhick of his People. by 
this Means he reconciled to him the Minds of 
his Subjeéts, {trengthened him felf in their Affe- 
Gions, improved very much the Navigation of 
the Kingdom, and repelled the frequent At- 
tempts of his Enemies. 

As for Queen Elizabeth, the had always the } 
Trade of her Kingdom very much at Heart, and 
we may obferve the Effeéts of it through the 
whole Courfe of her Reign, ia the Love and O- 
bedience of her People, as wellas in the Deteats 
and Difappointments of her Enemies. 

It is with great Pleafure that we fee our pre 
fent Soveraign applying his Thoughts fo tuc- 
cefsfully to the Advancement of our Trafick, 
and confidering himfelf as the King of a Tt 
ding Ifland. His Majefty has already gained 
very confiderable Advantages for his People, 
and is ftill employed in concerting Schemes, 
and forming Treaties, for retrieving and en- 


larging our Privileges in the World of Com- 
merce. 
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I fhall only in this Paper take Notice of the 
Treaty concluded at Madrid on the 14 of De- 
ember alt, 1715; and by comparing it with 
that concluded at Utrecht on the 9t of Decem- 
ber, 1713, fhew feveral particulars in which the 





Treaty made with his prefent Majefty is more 
advantageous to Great Britaim, than that which 
was made in the laft Reign; after this general 
Obfervation, that itis equally furprizing how fo 


. bida Treaty came to be made at the end of a 
frit gorious and fuccefsful War; and how fogood 
rer, Mg 2 One has been obtained in the Beginning of a 
Py. @@ Reign difturbed by fuch inteftine Commotions. 
han @ but we may learn from hence,that the Wifdom 
By @ = aSoveraign, and the Integrity of his Minifters, 
sof ™ ¢ more neceflary for bringing about Works 
fe. Me Of fuch Confequence for the publick Good, than 
1of  *y Jun&ure of Time, or any other the moft 
At- @ favourable Circumftance. 

We mutt here premife that by the Treaty con- 
the luded at Madrid in 1667, the Duties of Impor- 
and @ ‘ation payable upon the Manufactures and Pro- 
the duds of Great Britaiz, amounted upon the e- 
Q.  fablithed Valuation in the Spanifb Book of Rates, 
sats (after the Dedution of the Gratia’s). In Anda- 

lufia to 11 + per Cent. inValentia, tos per Cent. 
ree Md in Catalonia to about 7 per Cent. or lefs; 
uce Md confequently upon the whole aforefaid 
ck, Trade, thofe Duties could not exceedro per Cent. 
rae = 2a medium. 
1ed After this fhort Account of the State of our 
dle, Trade with Spain, before the Treaty of Utrecht 
es, J UNder the late Queen, we muft obferve, that 
ph- by the explanatory Articles of this laft mention- 
m- | 4 Treaty, the Duties of Importation upon the 


Produéts and Manufactures of Great Britain 
‘were 
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were augmented in Axndalufia to 27 5 per Cent 
ata Medium. | 

But by the late Treaty made with His prefent 
Majetty at Madrid, the faid Duties are again re- 



































duced according to the aforefaid Treaty of 1667: 5 
And the Deduétion of the Gratia’s is eftablith- fp 
ed as an inviolable Law, whereas, before, the A 
Gratia’s of the Farmers particularly were alto- a 
gether precarious, and depended entirely upon 3 
Courtefy. a 





That the common Reader may underftand 
the Nature of thefe Gratia’s, he muft know that 
when the King of Spaiz had laid higher Dv- 
ties upon our Exgli/h Goods, than what the 
Merchants were able or willing to comply 
with, he ufed to abate a certain Part: which 
Indulgence, or Abatement, went under the 
Name of a Gratia. But when he had Farmed 
out thefe his Cuftoms to feveral of his Subjects, 
the Farmers, in orderto draw more Merchan- 
dife to their refpe@tive Ports, and thereby tom- 
creafe their own particular Profits, ufed to 
make new Abatements, or Gratia’s to the Bri- 
tify Merchants, endeavouring fometimes to out- 
vy one another in fuch Indulgences, :and by that 
Means to get a greater Proportion of Cultom 
into their own Hands. 

But to proceed: The Duties on Exportation 
may be computed to be raifed by the Utrecht 
Treaty, near as much as the forefaid Duties of 
Importation : Whereas, by the Treaty made with 
His prefent Majefty, they are reduced to their 
ancient Standard. 

Complaint having been made, that the Spam- 
ards after the Sufpenfion of Arms had taken fe- 
veral New-Exgland and other Britifh Ships 83- 
thering Salt at the Ifland of Tertuga, a Very wo 
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iad jut Report concerning that Affair was laid 
before Her late Majefty, of which I hall give the 
Reader the following Extract: 

‘ Your Majefty’s Bubjedls have, from the firft 
‘Settlement of the Continent of America had a 
‘free Accefs to this Ifland; and have without 
‘Interruptions, unlefsin Timeof War, ufedto 
‘take what Salt they pleafed there: And we 
‘have Proofs of that Ufage for above so Years, 
‘as appears by Certificates of Perfons who have 
‘been employed in that Trade. 

‘It doth not appear, upon the ftriteft Enqui- 
‘ry, that the Spanzards ever inhabited or fettled 
‘onthe faid Ifland; nor is it probable they ever 
‘did, it being all either barren Rock, or dry 
‘Sand, and having no frefh Water or Provifi- 
‘ons in it. 

‘ We take Leaveto lay before Your Majefty, 
‘the Confequence of Your Majefty’s Subjects 
‘ being prohibited to fetch Salt at Zertuga; which 
‘will in part appear from the Number of Ships 
" Ufing that Trade, being, as we are informed, 

one Year with another about 100 Sail. 

Jf The Salt carried from thence to New-Exg- 
land is ufed chiefly for curing of Fith, which 
_Seither Cod, Scale-Fifh, or Mackrel: ‘The for- 
_ mer of which is the principal Branch of the 
"Returns made from the Continent to Great 
| Britain by Way of Spaz, Portugal, and the 
_ Straits , for the Woollen and other Goods 
fent from this Kingdom thither. Betides 

Which, the Scale-Fifh and Mackrel are of fuch 
_ Confequence, that the Sugar Iflands cannot 
fabfift without them, their Negroes being 
_ chiefly fupported by this Fifh: So that if they 

Were not fupplied therewith from New-Exg- 


land, (which they cannot be, if Your Majetty’s 
© Subjects 
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* Subjects are prohibited from getting Salt x 
‘ Tertuga) they would not be able to carry on 
their Sugar Works. © This hath been confirm. 
‘ed'to us by feveral confiderable Planters con- 
cerned in thofe Parts. 
* Upon the whole, Your Majefty’s Subjetts 
having enjoyed an uninterrupted U fage of ga- 
thering Salt at Zertuga ever {ince the firft Set- 
tlement of the Continent as aforefaid, we 
humbly fubmit to Your Majefty the Confe- 
quence of preferving that Ufage and Right 
upon which the Trade of Your Majefty’s 
Plantations fo much depends. 
Notwithftanding it appears from what is a- 
bove-written, that our Sugar-Iflands were like 
to fuffer confiderably for want of Fifh trom 
New-Exgland, no Care was taken to have this 
Matter remedied by the Explanatory Articles, 
which were pofterior to the above mentioned 
Report. 

‘However in the Third Article of the Treaty 
made with His prefent Majefty, this Bufinels is 
fully fettled to our Advantage. 

The Britifb Merchants having had feveral 
Hardthips put upon them at Bilboa, which oc- 
cafioned the Decay of our Trade at that Place, 
the faid Merchants did make and execute in the 
Year 1700, a Treaty of Privileges with the Ma- 
giftrates and Inhabitants of St. Azder, very much 
to the Advantage of this Kingdom, in order to 
their removing and fettling there: The Effect 
of which was prevented by the Death of King 
Charles the Second of Spain, and the War which 
foon after enfued. This Matter it feems, was 
flighted or neglected by the Managers of the U- 
trecht Treaty: For, by the 14th Article of that 
Treaty, there is only a Liberty given to the — 
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tih Subjects to fettle and dwell at St. Ander, upoz 
the Terms of the 9°» and 30° Articles of the Trea- 
ty of 1667, which are general. But no Regard 
was had to the forementioned l’reaty of Privi- 
leges in 1700; Whereas by the Second Article 
ofthe Treaty now made with His prefent Ma- 
jefty, the forementioned Treaty of Privileges 
with St. Azder is confirmed and ratified. 

Another confiderable Advantage is, that the 
French, by the Treaty made with His prefent 
Majefty, are to pay the fame Duties at the Dry- 
Ports, through which they pafs by Land-Car- 
tage, as we pay upon Importation or Exporta- 
tion by Sea: Which was not provided for by 
the Utrecht Treaty. 

By the Cedula’s annexed tothe Treaty of 1667, 
the valuable Privilege of having Judge-Confer- 
vators (appointed to make a more {peedy and 
lefs expentive Determination of all Controver- 
ies arifing in Trade) was fully eftablithed. But 
by the rgth Article of Utrecht that Privilege was 
in effe@ given up. For it is therein only ftipu- 
lated, That in cafe any other Nation have that Pri- 
vilege, we fhall in like Manner enjoy it. But by 
the sth Article of the Treaty now made with 
his prefent Majefty it is ftipulated, that We /ball 
enjoy all the Rights, Privileges, Frauchifes, Ex- 
emptions, and Immunities whatfoever, which we 
enjoyed by virtue of the Royal Cedula’s or Ordinan- 
ces by the Treaty of 1667. So that hereby the 
Privilege of Judge-Confervators is again con- 

rmed to us. 


As nothing but the Reputation of His Maje- 


fty in foreign Countries, and of his fixed Pur- 
pofes to purfue the real Good of His Kingdoms, 
could bring about Treaties of this Nature: So 
tis impoffible to reflect with Patience on the 

M Folly 
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